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Others Expected to File Similar Suit over Enbridge’s Line 3 
  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) APPROVAL BY PUC CHALLENGED IN 

LAWSUIT FILED TODAY TO MINNESOTA COURT OF APPEALS BY HONOR THE EARTH 
  

SAINT PAUL, MINN.,  -- August 8,2018 --  Today, the indigenous advocacy non-

profit group, Honor the Earth filed a lawsuit* asserting that the Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS)for the controversial Enbridge Line 3 tar sands pipeline is deeply flawed. 

A reversal of the EIS decision could throw the approval of Line 3 into question, since an 

adequate environmental review is a required condition for approval and construction. 
  
“While the EIS is long, it is shallow and was written to support approval of Line 3,” notes 

Winona LaDuke, Executive Director and co-founder of Honor the Earth. “The EIS simply 

failed to take a hard look at the costs of Line 3 to our people, our land, our water, and 

our climate.”  The appeal filed by Honor the Earth argues, among other things, that the 

Line 3 EIS did not analyze the potential impacts of an oil spill in specific locations along 

the route, such as Duluth-Superior Harbor; did not look at reasonable alternatives to the 

pipeline project; and did not include a critical tribal cultural properties survey that 

would have identified possible harm to places important to the Anishinaabe people. 
  

Line 3 would initially carry 760,000 barrels per day (bpd),  but could be expanded to 

915,000 bpd, making it larger than any other import pipeline from Canada.  It would 

transport primarily tar sands crude oil, which is the dirtiest, most energy intensive and 

therefore the most expensive to produce oil in the world. Because of its thickness, it is 

also difficult, if not impossible, to fully remove after a spill, particularly from deep waters, 

as the technology to dredge crude oil from deep water does not exist. 
  
The line would cross Native American treaty territories and  put at risk sacred wild rice 

lakes and beds.  It would also threaten  some of Minnesota’s most sensitive, pristine and 

economically important waters, including the Mississippi River headwaters, Duluth- 

Superior Harbor, and Lake Superior. 
  

“The recent unanimous PUC vote flagrantly ignored the wishes of more than 68,000 

Minnesotans and private landowners and the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce (DOC) recommendations not to build this line,” LaDuke adds. “And it 
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egregiously trampled on the sovereign rights and resources -- and the health and 

livelihoods -- of the Anishinabe opposed to yet more greenhouse gas infrastructure at a 

time when our planet is overheating and choking on carbon.” 
  
 For more information – or to interview Winona LaDuke or an Honor the Earth 

spokesperson or attorney about the appeal and the ongoing Line 3 controversy – 

please contact Martin Keller, Media Savant Communications, 612-729-

8585, mkeller@mediasavantcom.com 
  

*PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT FOR THE COMPLETE LAWSUIT FILING 
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